HANGING  AND  STRANGULATION.

cites a very important case,, in which a woman was found
dead in a sitting position, with a narrow tape round her
neck, hung loosely and singly over a small brass hook.
There was a bruise over the eye, the windpipe was lacerated,
and there was a deep circular mark round the neck, which
must have been caused either by suspension, or by con-
siderable pressure. As far as the tape round the neck
was concerned, it was impossible that the body could have
been suspended by it, because the deceased weighed
120 Ibs., while the tape round the neck was found to break
with a weight of 49 Ibs. It was proved that the deceased
had been strangled by the hand and by a ligature, and that
the tape was afterwards tied, so as to create a suspicion
of suicide. In this case blood marks were also found on
the tape where it was tied, whereas there was no blood on
the hands of the deceased.

The warmth of the body may often furnish important Warmth of body
evidence. In the July sessions at Cuddapah, 1884, a case deuce.
was tried, in which this point would have been of great
importance. A man had been seen quarrelling with his
concubine early in the morning before sunrise, and was
said to have been seen to strike her with his open hand.
About half an hour afterwards he was met in the street
and engaged to come and labour. He received a small
advance, which he took home, and immediately afterwards
followed his employer to his work, He remained at work
for two or three hours, until about 10 o'clock. Some one
then brought information that his concubine was hanging
in his house. He at once went home, found her hanging,
and, leaving her hanging, went off, he said, to fetch the
village magistrate. The village magistrate came another
way, and missed him, and when the man came back, the
body had been taken down. There was no one to say,
whether at the time the body was taken down it was warm
or cold. There were marks of severe injury about the head
and face i there was a fracture of the skull, and the spleen
was described as having been smashed to pieces. These
injuries could only have been caused after a severe and